
 

December 15, 2020 
 
Hallsville Families,  
 
Last week I sent an email regarding the Columbia/Boone County Public Health and             
Human Services (PHHS) new options for quarantine protocols based on CDC guidance            
published on December 2, and the potential implications for reducing student           
quarantines. 
 
After discussion with PHHS and reviewing the necessary changes they would require of             
our district to enact the new quarantine protocols, the Hallsville School District will             
continue to follow the full 14-day quarantine protocol.  
 
For schools adopting the new quarantine guidelines, PHHS indicates that individuals           
who return to school early from quarantine must stay at least six feet from all higher-risk                
individuals in all areas of the classroom, hallways, restrooms, and other common areas.             
This represents a significant challenge for schools, as higher-risk individuals include           
those who have relatively common underlying medical conditions such as a           
compromised immune system, asthma, diabetes, or pregnancy. In addition, PHHS          
states that individuals returning early would be required to wear a mask at all times or                
need a separate location away from their peers any time they are unable to wear the                
mask. This includes snack times in our lower grade and during meals in all buildings.               
Our schools do not have enough empty classrooms or adequate adult supervisors to             
make this adjustment. 
 
During winter break, we will continue with notifications for positive COVID-19 cases as             
outlined in our Return to School plans to families, if it is determined the positive               
individual was on campus during their infectious period and contact tracing within the             
school is necessary. We will also continue to follow local health guidance that states              
students or staff members who have tested positive for COVID-19 and have recovered             
will be exempted from further close contact quarantines if less than three months since              
a lab confirmed test. However, students and staff showing a positive antibody test             
cannot be exempted from close contact quarantines. Testing results must be provided            
to the school district to be exempted from further close contact quarantines from             
school-related cases. 

 



 

 

Student and staff safety has been and continues to be our priority throughout the              
pandemic. While the new options for quarantine would allow some of our students to              
return to in-seat learning earlier, meeting the guidelines to do so safely is currently              
beyond the capacity of our schools. Thank you for your continued support and patience              
as we continue to provide a safe learning environment for our community.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
John Downs 
Superintendent of Schools  
 
 

 


